LETTER TO   COURT
Warren Hastings and Earl of Oxford within the time limited by charter-
party for their leaving this port.
10.    In  the  consultation  noted in  the  margin  there is recorded a
letter   from   Mr.   Nl.   Bateman,,   who   you   had  restored   to   the   service
and appointed to succeed to the Board of Trade.
ioth December. This gentleman sets forth the sufferings he exper-
ienced during the voyage to India, his long detention at Trincomalay, by
which he was prevented from succeeding to the Board of Trade, and the
hardships he laboured under at this time, being out of office, without
any salary or advantage whatever.
11.    Having  maturely  considered   this   representation  we   agreed  to
make it a standing rule that all servants of the Company appointed to
reversionary stations in the Board of Trade should be allowed to draw
the salaries, which they would be entitled to, were they members of that
Board, until we receive your commands on this subject.    And we were
induced to adopt this measure as we think it not only conformable to
strict justice and general practise but necessary in good policy,  though
seemingly forbidden by your restrictive order.    For if persons returning
to your service at an advanced time of life are to wait (as may be the
case) for years till a vacancy shall happen in the Board of Trade, before
they can benefit by your orders for the admission to it, and at once to
succeed to stations and trusts of the highest consequence to the Company's
interest, and requiring the strictest integrity in the discharge of them, the
temptation to which they may be driven by the accumulation of distress
(drawn on them by so great a length of time passed in extensive expecta-
tions,  without any  allowed means of subsistance) must have  a natural
tendency to introduce the habits of corruption and embezzlement into the
service, unless it be supposed, in opposition to universal experience, that
all men, or mankind in general, are possessed of a principle of virtue,
which is proof against the calls of nature or the terrors of a goal.
12.    The excessive drought throughout these provinces and the con-
sequent alarming prospect of a famine having obliged us to annul the
contracts, we had entered into for supplying the Pte-
"* sidencY of Fort St- George with grain, and to lay a
general embargo on the exportation of that article
(of which you have been repeatedly informed in all our late letters) and
our apprehensions of the extreme distress to which the inhabitants of the
Carnatic might be exposed made it the object of our very anxious deli-
berations to attempt every measure which could afford a prospect of
obviating or at least of alleviating it.
13.    The Governor General having laid before us a plan for procur-
ing rice from the island of Java, with the permission and assistance of
the General and Council of Batavia, we highly approved this suggestion
and resolved immediately to attempt its execution.
14.    We   in   consequence   dispatched   Captain   Murray   with   the